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Protestant views of the civil rights campaign 
 

 
 TASK 
 Why were Protests in Northern Ireland against the Civil Rights Association? 

Protestants 
and the 

civil rights 
protests. 

 Many  middle-class  
Protestants  were  
shocked  at  the  
revelations  of 

discrimination and 
agreed with O’Neill’s 
steps towards reforms. 

 Regular protests 
made some Protestants 
feel that the civil rights 
movement was pushing 

too hard and that 
Catholics would never be 

satisfied. 

 Working-class  
Protestants  living  in  

poor  housing  conditions  
resented  the  attention 
given to Catholics and 
felt ‘civil rights meant 

‘Catholic rights’. 

 Other  Protestants  
believed  that  the  IRA  

was  controlling  the  civil  
rights movement as a 
first step towards a 

united Ireland. 


